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A new-style newsletter...for the time 
 

No events to advertise, no church services to 
 arrange, no school activities to report, no weddings 
or christenings to celebrate  -  none of us have ever 

experienced such a difficult time. 
But how fortunate we are to live is  this lovely rural 
part of the country  -  and  in the most beautiful and 

optimistic season of the year. 
With time to walk and garden, and [weather permit-
ting] be out of doors in the clear Cornish air,  we can 
see the growth of hedges, flowers and trees, hear the 
birds in full song  -  listen to the dawn chorus  - it is 
at its best now though you do have to be awake with 

the window open around 5 am  - and wait for the 
coming of the swallows. 

How many of us know the names of all the wild 
flowers in the hedgerows?  When I was a little girl at 
Tregavarras I had a severe bout of whooping cough 

that kept me in bed for six weeks, and required a full 
term off school to recuperate. I was taken for walks 
every day to ‘strengthen your legs’ and to add some 
interest to the excursions I was given a book on how 

to identify wild flowers. Consequently  I became 
familiar with even the more unusual specimens  - the 

many varieties  of vetches, hawkbits and  all those 
white composite flowers that look very similar but 
are not all cow parsley!  I learnt the ’proper’ names 

of the flowers that we called ‘boots and shoes’, ‘sour 
sabs’, ‘look up and kiss me’ . If you’re interested in 
the local as well as the ’proper’ names, find a copy 

of Geoffrey Grigson’s ’Englishman’s Flora’ . 
And did you know that if you count the number of 

woody shrubs and trees in a 30 yard stretch of hedge 
and multiply by 100, that is supposed to tell you the 
approximate age of the hedge?  Our hedges around 

Camels have a goodly assortment  - holly, hazel, ivy, 
honeysuckle, crab apple, oak, brambles,  elder, 

blackthorn, hawthorn, elm… 
While we are still able to walk along the lanes  I go 
from Camels to Four Turnings, along the road past 

‘Watha ‘Oss Pool’ to ‘Watha turning’, left to Green, 
through Churchtown,  and from the top churchyard 
gate we are in Sentry Lane , NOT Century!!  - it is 

derived from Sanctuary,  as the lane borders the 
church glebe land, fields called Higher and Lower 
Sentry, the ‘sanctuary’ lands of the parish.  Up past 
‘Warwick’s Gate’ and Pigs’ Turnings and back to 

Four Turnings and home. .. 
CRE 

Readings for  April 
Although we can’t at the moment go to services in church  

some of our readers may like to follow the  texts set for 
each Sunday. 

 
29 March Passion Sunday 

Ezekiel 37, 1-14; psalm 130; Romans 8, 6-11;  
John 11, 1-45 

 
5 April Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50, 4-9a; psalm 31, 9-18; Philippians 2, 5-11;  
Matthew 26 v. 14 to 27 v. 66 

 
Thursday 9 April  Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12, 1-4; psalm 116, v. 1 & 11-18; 1 Corinthians 
11, 23-25; John 13, 1-17 & 31-35 

 
Sunday  12 April EASTER DAY 

Acts 10, 34-43; psalm 118, verses 1,2 & 14-24;  
Colossians 3, 1-4; Matthew 28, 1-10 

 
19 April Easter 2   

Acts 2, 14a & 22-32; psalm 16; 1 Peter 1, 3-9; John 20, 
19-31 

 
26 April Easter 3  

?? Acts 2, 14a, 36-41; psalm 116, 1-37 10-17; Luke 24, 
13-35 

 
3 May Easter 4  

Acts 2, 42-47; psalm 23; 1 Peter 2, 19-25; John 10, 1-10 

A prayer for this time 
written by Robert, Bishop of Exeter 

 
 

Keep us, Good Lord,  
under the shadow of thy mercy,  

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in thy comfort,  

knowing that nothing can separate us  
from thy love in Jesus Christ our Lord 

 
Amen 

 

A note from Portloe 
As you may know, our beloved Gena died peacefully on 10 March. We will miss her so much here in Portloe and 

send her devoted family  our love and prayers. 
Church services are suspended until further notice: please see our noticeboard for updated arrangements for 

prayers. 



Deanery & ‘Cluster’ Development Plan 
Following two fairly inconclusive meetings of parish 
representatives from our ‘cluster’ parishes a further 

discussion is planned between the archdeacon, the rural 
dean and Rev’d Emma Durose, currently the only 
‘working’ priest in the Roseland cluster to try to  

resolve the appointment of a second full- or half-time 
priest.  

However, even this is ‘on hold’ at the moment... 

New church website 
 

Huge thanks to Carol Hughes who has thoroughly revised and up-
dated the Veryan church website  - now also including Portloe’s 

information and news. It’s well worth checking regularly – and the 
address is the same: 

www.veryanchurch.org.uk   

  Parish Giving Scheme 
 

Our two parishes of Veryan and Ruan are looking at introducing the 
scheme as soon as we are able and we’ll have lots more information to 

circulate then. 
Meanwhile,  might you be able help us in the present difficult situation?  
For example, It costs £65 A DAY simply to keep Veryan church open. 

 A donation could make a difference using  bank transfer or direct debit: 
 

Veryan’s bank details are: 
Lloyds [PCC of Veryan]; sort code 30-98-76 Account number 00286788 

Ref: donation 
 

For information about Ruan or Portloe contact any of the church officers in 
the list on the right 

Safeguarding 
Keeping vulnerable adults and children safe is now a requirement for any  

organisation, and the C of E has devised brief training courses to make sure that 
we all comply with the requirements. 

The basic course is available on line and apparently takes only an hour to com-
plete. [and you get a certificate!] 

 
Safeguarding officer for our two parishes of Ruan and Veryan is David Hughes – 
he’s also churchwarden at Ruan and his contact is listed elsewhere in this news-

letter. If you have difficulty registering, or would rather David guided you 
through the process, do contact him. We need to make sure that our communities 

are ‘safe places’ for everyone.  

Organ music 
 

Does anyone know who left a bag of organ music 
in Veryan church recently? The music formerly 
belonged to the late Olga Trewhella who was  

organist at Mount Hawke church. 
 

We would like to say ‘thank you!’  

Our churches are now closed  
 - even for private prayer 

 

 Almost certainly, never since the churches were built 
has this happened  -  they have always been places of 

serenity, safety and sanctuary. 
 Instructions from archbishops, bishops and church  

offices state that it is possible only to have 
emergency baptisms in hospital or at home, no  

weddings, & funerals at the graveside only with direct 
family at the appropriate distances. 

The parishes of VERYAN and 
RUAN LANIHORNE 

Priest-in-Charge: 
Vacancy 

 
VERYAN 

(St Symphorian)  Parish Church 
Churchwardens 

Mr David Elliott Boswague, Tregony [501230] 
& 

Vacancy 
Hon. Secretary 

Mrs Sarah Rundle Trevarthen Cottage 
Veryan Green [500950] 

Treasurer 
Mr Roger Kirkpatrick 

[treasurerveryanchurch@outlook.com] 
Organist 

Mrs Joyce Goldie  [501565] 
 

PORTLOE 
(All Saints) United Church 

Church Steward 
Mr Trounce Guy Pengelly Farm 

West Portholland [501471] 
Hon. Secretary 

Mrs Jeanne Hitchings 
End Cottage, Portloe [501114] 

Hon. Treasurer 
Mrs Joyce Gilbert Porthjulyan 

Pendower Road Veryan [501365] 
 

RUAN LANIHORNE 
(St Rumon)  Parish Church 

   Churchwardens 
Mrs Pat Farr Lambourne Barn 

Ruan Highlanes [501599] 
Mr David Hughes Castle Towers 

Ruan Lanihorne [501855] 
Hon. Secretary  

Mrs Pat Farr [501599] 
Hon. Treasurer 

Mrs Pat Farr [501599] 

The Office of Compline or Night Prayer 
A comforting end of the day service with beautiful  
language and images, recently  reintroduced by 
Rev’d Philip;  copy attached; print in landscape  
format, ’flip over’ to get back-to-back pages in  

numerical order,  fold to make A5 booklet . 

So what next? 
What would you like to se in future newsletters, until we get back to normality?   Something amusing?  

Gardening notes? Earwig?  Comments on the current situation?  recipes? Might you contribute?  Email 
Christine with ideas and Yolande and I will see what we can produce. We need to keep in touch!  

And if you know someone not on  email maybe print a copy for them. 


