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Parish Newsletter 
Benefice of  

Veryan with Ruan Lanihorne 
April 2022 

 

 
The parishes of VERYAN and 

RUAN LANIHORNE 
Priest-in-Charge: 

Vacancy 
 

VERYAN 
(St Symphorian) Parish Church 

Churchwardens 
Mr David Elliott 

Boswague, Tregony [501230] 
& 

Vacancy 
Hon. Secretary 

Mrs Sarah Rundle 
Trevarthen Cottage 

Veryan Green 
[500950] 

Treasurer 
Mrs Carol Hughes 

Castle Towers 
Ruan Lanihorne 

 [501855] 
[treasurerveryanchurch@outlook.com] 

Organist 
Mrs Joyce Goldie 

 [501565] 
 

PORTLOE 
(All Saints) United Church 

Church Steward 
Mr Trounce Guy 
Pengelly Farm 

West Portholland [501471] 
Hon. Secretary 

Mrs Jeanne Hitchings 
End Cottage, Portloe [501114] 

Hon. Treasurer 
Mrs Joyce Gilbert 

Porthjulyan 
Pendower Road 

Veryan [501365] 
 

RUAN LANIHORNE 
(St Rumon) Parish Church 

   Churchwardens 
Mr David Hughes 

Castle Towers 
Ruan Lanihorne 

 [501855] 
Mrs Caroline Martin 

[501697] 
Hon. Secretary  

Mrs Pat Farr [501599] 
Hon. Treasurer 

Mrs Pat Farr [501599] 

 

Church services in our benefice in April 
 

 

Sunday  3 April 

9.30 am Holy Communion Ruan   
10.30 am Morning Worship Portloe 

11 am Eucharist Veryan 
 

Sunday 10 April 
10.30 am Morning Worship Portloe 

11 am Eucharist Veryan 
 

Maundy Thursday 14 April 
Good Friday 15 April 

Sunday 17 March EASTER DAY 
DETAILS OF SERVICES ON PAGE 2 

 

Sunday 24 April 
9.30 am Holy Communion Portloe 
11 am Service of the Word Veryan 

 
Sunday 1 May 

9.30 am Holy Communion Ruan   
10.30 am Morning Worship Portloe 

11 am Eucharist Veryan 

Readings and readers for April [Veryan] 
 

Sunday 3 April  - Lent  5 
Isaiah 43, 16-21 David Elliott 

Phil;ipians 3, 4B-14 Blair Jobson 
 

Sunday 10 April Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50, 4-9a  Christine Edwards 
Philippians 2, 5-11  Sue Truscott 

 

 14 April  Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12, 1-4 & 11-14 
1 Corinthians 11, 23-26 

Readers to be chosen on the night 
 

Sunday 17 April EASTER DAY 
Isaiah 52, 13-53 John Veness 

1 Corinthians 15, 19-26    Julia Pound 
 

Sunday 24 April Easter 2 
Acts 5, 27-32  Margaret Cortis 
Revelation 1, 4-8 Sue Jeremy 

 

Sunday 1 May Easter 3 
Acts 9, 1-6 Blair Jobson 

Revelation  5, 11-14 David Elliott 
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 PCC ANNUAL  MEETINGS 
 

RUAN LANIHORNE 19 April 7 pm in church 
VERYAN  20 April 7 pm in church 

 
The  business of the church’s annual meeting is in two 
parts:  
1, The election/appointment of churchwardens 
by a meeting of the parishioners 
[this includes everyone living iv the parish whose name 
is on the local government register of local electors as 
well as those whose names are included on the church 
electoral roll] 
Candidates for the office of churchwarden  must be  
baptised, on the church electoral roll, over 21, actual 
communicants, and ‘not otherwise disqualified’. 
 
2, The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
[attendance limited to those whose names are on the 
church’s electoral roll and to clergy resident in  the 
parish who are not ’beneficed or licensed’ to a  
parish]  
The business is formal and comprises reports on 
     Changes in the electoral roll 
     Proceedings of the PCc  and activities through the       
 preceding year  
    Financial statement to 31 December of the previous  
  year 
     ‘Fabric, goods and ornaments’ of the church 
      Meetings of the Deanery synod 
Elections of 
      Deanery synod representatives         
      New members of the PCC 
Appointment of sidesmen and an independent  
     Examiner 
Any other matter raised by anyone entitled to attend  
 
 A brief PCC meeting will follow to appoint officers 
       

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
SERVICES  IN OUR CHURCHES 

 
Maundy Thursday 14 April 

7 pm Veryan 
Eucharist and stripping the altars 

 
Good Friday 15 April 

10 am Portloe  - Meditation 
12 noon Ruan Lanihorne  

benefice service led by Fr Doug 
 

Easter Sunday  
Ruan Lanihorne 

9.30 am Holy Communion [BCP] 
Portloe 

10,30 am Morning Worship 
Veryan 

11 am Easter Eucharist [CW] 
 

Jubilee services  
  - dates for your diary 

more details next month 
 

 Thursday 2 June 
6 pm short Jubilee service at  

Ruan Lanihorne 
 

Songs of Praise at St Just  
[time to be agreed] 

 

Sunday 5 June 
11 am Jubilee service at Veryan  

with Bishop Graham James 
 

6 pm Jubilee evensong at Gerrans  

FROM THE REGISTERS 
BURIAL AT VERYAN 

Tuesday 29 March 
 

Desiree Lorraine Grigg 
Aged 78 

 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory 
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TIDE TABLES: DAYTIME LOW TIDES AT CARNE FOR APRIL 
 

                  Sun      Mon                Tues                  Wed                     Thur              Fri                    Sat   

      

Full moon 16th   New moon    1st 

       1 12.35 2  13.09 

3 13.41 4 14.13 5  14.42 6  15.10 7  15.41 8  16.20 9  17.20 

10 19.16 11 8.21 12  9.29 13  10.16 14  10.56 15  11.32 16  12.08 

17  12.43 18  13.22 19  14.01 20  14.42 21  15.26 22  16.17 23  17.27 

24  19.11 25  8.03 26  9.16 27  10.12 28  10.56 29  11.53 30  12.07 

              

Veryan Parish Hall  
(Grand Re-opening) 

 
Even with the storms stretching resources, EDF 
came up with the goods and the hall now has 3 
phase electricity.  This means that we have a warm 
and bright Hall.  I was recently in there and when 
locking up thought that I’d left some lights on, but 
it was only the natural brightness!! The stage and 
tables are now being stored in other rooms leaving 
the main hall clear. 
 
We are in the process of putting up curtains, clean-
ing chairs, re-hanging notice boards, deep cleaning 
the kitchen, pressure -washing the ramp and steps 
and generally finishing off. We’ve had fun opening 
some of the cupboards (those for which we had 
keys) and finding projectors and fascinating  
pictures of the past (all to be revealed soon). 
 

Our “Grand Re-opening” will be on April 10th  
between 4.00 & 7.00pm  

 
We are inviting the whole parish to visit the hall 
and see the transformation.  Please let Wendy (see 
below) know if you’re coming so we can order 
enough cream teas which will be provided for free. 
Rhos Keur will entertain us. All our regular hirers 
will be in attendance to show and inform you what 
they are doing in the future. 
 
Regular and occasional bookings are now welcome. 
Please contact Wendy Hopper either on 01872 
501886 or wendyhopper01@btinternet.com.  
 
The Veryan players are joining us to raise funds by  
putting on a Murder Mystery play on May 14th with 
a meal thrown in (not literally) – tickets available at 
the Grand Re-opening. 

Veryan WI 

Veryan WI held their March meeting on  
Tuesday March 1st at the Sports and Social 
Club. 
 The AGM followed our ordinary business 
meeting.  
Unfortunately, our County Adviser, Yvonne 
Toms could not join us due to sickness; 
 However, all went smoothly.  
There are no changes to the Committee and 
Mary Earp and Pam Dodd agreed to share the 
President’s role.  
Following the official business Sue Day was 
presented with a glass vase to thank her for all 
her hard work while she was President. 
 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday April 
5th at 7:30 in Veryan Parish Hall, when  

Rebecca Tonks will tell us all about 
 St Ewe Eggs. 

 
Visitors and prospective members are always 
welcome, please contact Mary Earp on 01872 
501636. 
 

OLD CORNWALL SOCIETY 
 

Wednesday 13 April 7.30 pm 
 

HTP  -  Hosken, Trevithick and 
 Polkinhorne 

 
Phil Hosken 

 
All welcome 
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A request from a friend for information about clay 
found at Carne set me searching for information: the 
story of our landscape is fascinating but complicated 
and I’m an archivist not a geologist… 
 
From Pendower to Portholland the rocks include 
limestone, slate and quartzite. Limestone is made of a 
mineral called calcium carbonate -  the remains of the 
shells of sea creatures and corals which lived in the 
sea over 400 million years ago, and which because of 
shifts in the earth’s surface became squashed and 
compacted to form rock.  It is possible to find fossils 
in this limestone. 
 
Various changes in temperature and pressure over 
millions of years caused some of the rocks to change, 
and some to become hard, making limestone into a 
stone that in some cases looks similar to marble and 
is suitable for building. Limestone was discovered by 
the Rev’d Jeremiah Trist, on his farmland at Carne in 
Veryan in 1796, and while not of a quality for build-
ing stone, was quarried and taken to lime kilns to be 
burnt to produce lime for manure and mortar. The 
limestone runs inland as far as Polcuta. 
 
Where the limestone rock has been in contact with 
iron minerals,  it decomposes into a yellow, brown or 
red clay known as umber or ochre which was used 
for colouring paint. In the 1890s yellow  ochre was 
dug out of the field in Veryan where Roseland Gar-
dens bungalows are now built and sent to Plymouth 
paint factory, but the cost of transport  (cart to Ruan 
river, barge to Truro, then up the coast by sea) meant 
that there was little or no profit and the excavations 
did not last for more than a couple of years. When 
the bungalows were being built several deep pits 
were uncovered and the late Alf Johns said that when 
he was a boy he and his friends used to go into the 
ochre tunnels ‘for a dare’  Small pockets of yellow 
clay can be found locally in gardens. 
 
In the same way mud  became formed into rock, 
which became slate or ‘slaty rock’. If it becomes 
mixed with lime it  becomes a soft grey-ish clay-like 
material. The lime content made it suitable for im-
proving the fertility of soil, and for a time this clay 
was dug out and used as manure on farmland. It was 
known as marl. Remains of marl pits survived at 
Carne for many years: are they still visible? 
 
You can still see the remains of several lime kilns in 
Veryan parish, although Mr Trist’s  earliest venture, 
in Veryan churchtown ‘near the Swan Inn’ has long 
disappeared. The stone would have come from his 
own land at Carne; the kiln was worked for only a 
few years, as ‘the produce ceased to pay the expense 
of raising it’. However,  limestone raised ‘with ease’ 

out of the cliffs at Pendower would have been taken to 
the kiln on the beach, still visible. An accident there in 
1823 resulted in the deaths of two men who fell into the 
fire while trying to push down the burning stone.  
 
By 1792 there was a kiln in Portloe, operated by Pente-
cost Williams.   Twenty years later the site had expanded 
to include two lime kilns, two coal yards and a timber 
yard. One kiln is still visible [ many years ago it was for a 
while transformed into a little shop], another stood in 
what is now the Ship Inn’s car park and originally formed 
part of the same leasehold premises.  It continued work-
ing into the 1840s; a report in the West Briton  recorded 
the death there of a small girl, daughter of one of the 
coastguards, burnt to death ‘while attempting to take a 
roasted potatoe from the lime kiln’. 
  
Another Veryan kiln, at West Portholland, formed part of 
the Caerhays estate along with two others in Caerhays 
parish in adjoining East Portholland. 

The West Portholland kiln before conversion into a dwelling  
 
A much earlier kiln however was at Ruan Lanihorne,  
recorded in 1733. Ruan too boasted a mini-industrial site, 
with malt houses, a lime kiln, coal yard and cellars. A 
new kiln was built in 1827 by Gordon Gregor of 
Trewarthenick, during major renovations to his house 
when a good deal of lime would have been needed for the 
building of  new wings and outhouses. 
 
The earliest documentary record of a kiln which I have 
found is on a map of the Fal drawn in 1597 by Batista 
Boazio, where on the Lamorran side of the  river almost 
opposite Ruan is ‘Lymkill creek’, described as ’Kiln 
Point’ in  the late eighteenth century.  
 
And imagine what our parishes would have looked like if 
the Fal Valley railway had been constructed?  - but that’s 
for another time… 
 
      CRE 
 
 
 
 

 

A LOCAL INDUSTRY  



5 

A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE 
 

Lord of all people and all nations,We lift before you the people of Ukraine and the 
people of Russia: 

Each girl and boy, man and woman living in fear of what tomorrow might bring. 
We long for a time you spoke of through your prophet Isaiah 

When weapon s of war wuld be beaten into ploughshares, 
When nation wuill no longer lift up sword against nation, 

Wwe cry out to you fir peace; 

Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety, 
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones, 

Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression, 
Fill earthly leaders with wisdom to find paths of peace. 
May your will be done here on earth as it is in heaven; 

May your peace reign now and always. 
We lift this prayer to you, our God, 

Who is is able to do more than we can ewer ask or imagine, 
In the name of Christ our saviour            Amen     

A fundraising cake sale at Portloe raised 
an extraordinary  £ 1700 [and rising]  
for the Ukraine relief fund, while last 

month Rob Cupper and his friend Adam 
took a vanload of essential supplies to 

Poland. 
Even more funds are being raised to  

support the purchase of an ambulance 
for Ukraine with donations through the 

John Casson Foundation  
 www.johncassonfoundation.com 

HELP FOR UKRAINE 

Members of Veryan school council have  
contributed this report 
 
Children at Veryan School have  
been very busy doing arts and crafts 
and due to the kindness of the church 
the School was been able to set up a 
stall for Ukraine's well-being.  
Fortunately, after our  Friday worship 
and assembly in church we raised 
£106, and on the weekend we raised 
£59:30 and we will not forget about 
the congregation's donation of 
£102:66.  The final total was an 
amazing £354! 

Intercessions at the 11 am service  at Veryan on 13 March 
had been written by the children of our school who prayed 
for the children of Ukraine and Russia and asked God 
‘please to  stop Mr Putin’. We hope for such thoughtful 
and caring prayers to be a regular part of our worship: we 
were delighted to see the lovely pictures of daffodils, and 
listen to the children’s poems for Mothering Sunday on 
27th.  



6 

1st Roseland Scout Group 
 
There is obviously a need for Scouting on the 
Roseland.   
 
At an Open Meeting held at Tregony Village Hall 
on Tuesday 1st March 79 children between the ages 
of five & a half and eleven & half registered as 
being interested in joining Scouts.   
 
We then had a meeting with just parents in the 
hope that we could secure more volunteers to run 
each of the 3 sections, namely Beavers (6 -8 years 
old), Cubs (8 – 10.5 years old) and Scouts (10.5 – 
14years old).  
 
We were also looking for volunteer admin roles of 
Treasurer, Secretary and Fundraiser to be filled.  
To run a successful section 4/5 volunteers are 
needed.   
 
Unfortunately, this didn’t fully materialise.   
However, we are running 4 taster sessions for the 
children in each of the sections up to Easter and 
hope to attract, through child pressure, more  
volunteers.   
 
Scouting was started in 1907 by Robert Baden-
Powell (later Lord Baden-Powell) and has nearly 
500,000 members in the UK’s biggest mixed youth 

organisation.  We change lives by offering fun and 
challenging activities, unique experiences, everday 
adventure and the chance to help others so that we 
can make a positive impact on communities. 
 
Scouting helps children and young adults reach 
their full potential. Scouts develop skills including 
teamwork, time management, leadership,  
initiative, planning, communication, self-
motivation, cultural awareness and commitment.  
We help young people to get jobs, save lives and 
even change the world.  
 
1st Roseland Scout Group was formed in February 
2013, and I hope that we can still be active next 
year to celebrate our 10- year anniversary.   
 
We can only achieve this with more volunteers.  
The more we have the less each one has to do. 
So, if you think that you would like a rewarding 
volunteering role supporting our youth, please 
contact me.   
 
Otherwise, 79 children will be disappointed, if we 
have to close. 
 
Bob Field  
Group Scout Leader 1st Roseland Scout Group 
1stroselandgsl@gmail.com.  

 

A date for your  
diaries 

 
 

VERYAN 
OPEN GARDENS 

 
Sunday 3 July 

 
In aid of  

Cornwall Hospice 
Care 
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1. St Tudy 
2. John Couch Adams 
3. Richard Carew of Antony 
4. Sir Arthur Quiller Couch 
5. Morwenstow 
6. The museum in Truro 
7. Bodelva 
8. Glendurgan 
9. St Antony in Roseland, Fowey, 
           Padstow  
10, St Michael, 29 September 
11. A millstone 
12. St Symohorian 
13. Forrabury 
14. The white rose 

15. Mousehole 
16. In spring 
17. In Albert Square 
18. Tamar and Severn 
19. To abuse verbally 
20. Cobbles 
21. An ant 
22. To swallow 
23. Short and stout 
24. St Austell 
25. St Stephen in Brannel 
26. Launceston 
27. Lanteglos by Fowey 
28. Perranzabuloe 

        Answers to last month’s quiz… 

Rumoured change of use for historic building  at Portloe? 
 

It is rumoured that options for Diocesan ‘rationalisation’ could lead to the closure 
of a number of smaller Victorian Cornish churches.  One of these could be the little 

church at Portloe, originally an Anglican  mission church.  
 

It seems that a major supermarket chain might be interested in developing the site 
as a ‘community store’.  

 
We understand  that there is adequate precedent for a commercial  

venture in Portloe because of the number of shops and delivery vans which were 
formerly a feature in the village, in the days when it was fully populated and had 

its own school, church, chapel and coastguard station.  
 

Research reveals that a few years prior to the Great War the then 87 occupied 
households were home to 312 men, women and children 

 
We understand that an announcement is expected  sometime on 1 April...  

 DIARY DATE FOR NOVEMBER 
 

...November? Really? 
 

Yes!  following the very successful concert in  
Veryan church in February Will Keating and  

John Dowling want to make a return visit  
for another Candlelit Concert… 

 
 Friday 11 November...details later!   

 

 

...AND FOR SEPTEMBER 
   

SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 

 
Veryan and District 

Autumn Show! 
 
 
 

 

Contributions please to the  editors if possible by 15th of each  month: 
January, March, May, July, September, November 

to yolande.hocking@btinternet.com 
February, April, June, August, October, December  

to c.edwards531@btinternet.com 


